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Sharing the road
Tips for road users

All road users have equal rights to use the highway safely
This leaflet will help you understand how you can be safe,
respectable and considerate around other road users
when driving or horse riding

Tips for drivers
Road position
and general driving
Concentrate on your driving and do
not use your mobile phone, avoid all
distractions in the car.
Horse riders feel vulnerable when
drivers are too close, please pass wide
and slow.
Horses can be unpredictable, treat them
as a hazard. Look out for horse riders’
signals and heed a request to slow down
or stop.
Watch out for horse riders who may take
a different line on the road from that
which you would expect.

The Law
We recommend giving 1.5m at
the very least as a minimum safe
distance for overtaking in slow
moving traffic. If you cannot allow the
minimum distance, do not overtake.
We recommend at any speed a car
width may be needed to overtake
safely.
You must not use any lights in a
way which would dazzle or cause
discomfort to other road users
including horse riders.
Riders may double file when
escorting a young or inexperienced
horse or rider.

Overtaking
Overtake a horse and rider as you would
another vehicle. Plan ahead, be patient
and wait until the opposite carriageway
is clear.
Give horse and rider at least 1.5M
clearance in slow moving traffic. At
higher speeds or in bad weather a full
car width clearance is recommended.
Do not overtake near a junction,
pedestrian crossing, on a roundabout
or at pinch points. Never overtake just
before a left turn you plan to make.
Do not drive close behind horse and
rider or sound your horn, rev your
engine and keep air brakes as quiet as
possible.
You may cross a solid white line, if
it is safe to do so, when passing a
horse, stationary vehicle, cycle or road
maintenance vehicle travelling at 10mph
or less.

Observation
Always look for horse & riders
especially at junctions and in rural
areas.
Horse and riders may position in the
middle of their lane at a junction &
signal right to afford most space.
High sided vehicles are most affected
by windy weather but a strong gust
can also blow a horse and rider off
course or spook a horse.
Horse riders may not always give a
signal, especially mid-junction or on a
roundabout, as they need both hands
for managing the horse.
If you are unsure of a riders
intention, wait for them to make their
manoeuvre.

Tips for horse riders
Eye contact and
clear intentions
Always try to make eye contact with
other road users to make sure you
have been seen. Keep an eye on the
wheels of the vehicle to help you spot
when the vehicle is starting to move.
Signal well in advance and only
manoeuvre when it’s safe to do so.

Look and listen

Stay safe
Before riding off or turning, look behind
you to make sure it is safe, then give a
clear arm signal.
Keep both hands on the reins unless
you are signalling.
Keep both feet in the stirrups and don’t
carry another person or anything which
might affect your balance or get tangled
up in the reins.
Keep a horse you are leading to your left.

Check what is happening around
you at all times. Look well ahead for
obstructions such as pedestrians,
dog walkers and other road users
and parked vehicles. Check
behind you.

Ride in single file on narrow or busy
roads and when riding round bends.

Give yourself as much opportunity
to hear the traffic around you and
avoid using headphones. Be aware of
garden machinery being used.

Before you take a horse on the road you
should ensure all tack fits well and is in
good condition.

Leave plenty of room when passing
parked vehicles. Doors or windows
could be opened causing your animal
to spook.

Ride on the road
You must not take a horse onto a
footpath or pavement and you should
not take a horse onto a cycle track.
Use a bridleway where possible and
equestrian crossings where provided.
You should dismount at level
crossings where a sign is displayed.

Be safe be seen

Always ride with other, less nervous
horses if you think that your horse will be
nervous of traffic that your horse will be
nervous of traffic.
You should wear light coloured or
fluorescent clothing in daylight. Reflective
clothing if you have to ride at night or
in poor visibility – fluorescent horse leg
wraps are advantageous.
Children under the age of 14 must wear a
helmet which must be fastened.
Remember your horse may be fine in
traffic but a ‘thank you’ to courteous
drivers goes a long way.
Remember to use hand signals to make
other road users aware of your intentions
to manoeuvre.

The close pass initiative is supported by the Police and Crime Commissioners of Dorset and Devon & Cornwall
and the British Horse Society. Designed in conjunction with Kingston Maurward College equine students

