Rural Dorset
Rural policing in Dorset for residents and businesses

In this issue:

Stop That Thief

Rural crime training day

Operation Midas

Plus the latest news on rural and environmental policing in Dorset

Spring/Summer 2015

Rural policing in Dorset
Welcome to the first edition of Rural Dorset. This newsletter aims to keep those
living and working in rural areas up to date with the latest ongoing police work
in Dorset.
With a large number of residents in Dorset living in a rural area, an
effective police response to reports of crime and Anti-Social Behaviour
affecting the rural communities is essential. Whilst crime occurs less
frequently in rural areas, when criminals do target those living and
working in these areas the impact on victims and businesses can be
much greater. A Dorset Police review of rural crime led to a consistent
focus on crime prevention, information and intelligence gathering to
direct police enforcement activity and provide reassurance to our rural communities.
Significant improvements have been achieved over the past year in the policing of
rural areas, for example, policing operations with neighbouring Forces to target rural
crime offenders, extending the successful ‘Stop That Thief’ initiative across the County
and the active targeting of repeat offenders. This work has resulted in a significant
reduction in rural crimes being reported to Dorset Police.
Dorset Police is committed to policing rural areas to reduce crime further and to ensure
that rural communities in Dorset remain safe places for all to live and work in.
Assistant Chief Constable
David Lewis
Dorset is one of the safest places to live in the country. We have
beautiful countryside right on our doorstep but this isn’t just attractive
to us. It is also inviting to criminals who wish to commit crime, which
has a huge impact on those living in rural areas and costs over £53m
nationally to the economy.
Over 40% of residents in Dorset are classed as living in a ‘significantly
rural’ setting and therefore it is only right that Dorset Police prioritise preventing and
detecting crimes in these communities.
Over the past year, despite a 32% reduction in livestock thefts across Dorset, over
430 animals were stolen including over 230 chickens which impacts greatly on our
agricultural industry. It’s also positive to see that the theft of fuel from agricultural
premises has decreased by 6%.
Whilst it is positive to see reductions in these areas, it is important that Dorset Police
continues to work hard to tackle rural crime.
Police and Crime Commissioner
Martyn Underhill

Operation Midas
In February Dorset Police led an operation targeting rural crime that
thwarted poachers, seized weapons and gained valuable intelligence into
criminal activity.

Under the title ‘Operation Midas’
officers from Hampshire, Wiltshire
and Dorset came together on the
evening of Friday 13 February 2015
to provide an enhanced presence and
utilise additional resources such as
dog handlers and traffic officers.

forces taking turns on leading the
initiative.

Over 50 vehicles were stopped,
leading to three arrests relating
to drug and alcohol offences and
weapons were seized.

Inspector Wayne Nock, of
Dorset Police, said: “This was a
successful combined operation that
demonstrated tangible positive results
on the night.

Potential criminal poaching offences
were also prevented when some
individuals were dispersed from the
Dorset, Hampshire and Wiltshire
border area using recently introduced
legislation under the Anti-Social
Behavior Crime & Policing Act 2014.
The collaborative approach in
tackling rural crime forms part of
Dorset Police’s ongoing Rural Crime
Strategy.
Operation Midas will be repeated at
intervals throughout the year with
Dorset, Hampshire and Wiltshire

Each force also works in partnership
with their respective rural business
communities to ensure a joined-up
approach to combat rural crime.

“It also reinforces our message to
the rural communities of Hampshire,
Wiltshire and Dorset that we certainly
take rural crime very seriously and will
continue to proactively target anyone
who attempts to commit crime of any
type within rural areas.”
Dorset Police works with
Crimestoppers to raise awareness
of rural crime and reduce the impact
it can have on Dorset residents. For
crime prevention advice regarding
rural crime visit http://www.dorset.
police.uk/default.aspx?page=6074.

Lambing season
Warning to dog owners as lambing season begins
Earlier this year Dorset Police were warning
owners to keep their dogs on leads when walking
them near to livestock after incidents of sheep
worrying have been reported in the Wimborne and
Weymouth areas.
At the beginning of lambing season Dorset Police
released posters with graphic images of a sheep that
had been injured by a dog.
The images were hoped to shock dog owners into
realising the seriousness of sheep worrying and to keep their dogs on leads and under
control when walking through sheep fields.
Sheep worrying is a criminal offence and land owners can legally shoot a dog if they
believe that their livestock is at risk under
the Countryside Right of Way Act & Criminal
Damage Act 1971.
Police Constable Rob Hammond, Dorset
Police Wildlife Crime Officer, said: “I would
urge anyone out walking to be aware of
nearby livestock (lambing season or not) and
to keep their dog on its lead.
“When the ewes are close to, or about to,
give birth any stress could have a major
impact on the welfare of the animal which in
turn could cause financial loss to the farmer.”
Rural Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT)
distributed the posters across Dorset to raise
the awareness of sheep worrying to local dog
owners.
Should farmers or landowners need any more
information or wish to report such activity then
they can contact their local SNT via 101 or via
online reporting http://www.dorset.police.uk/
Default.aspx?page=292.

A day at the farm!
At the end of last year some of our
officers took part in a rural crime training
day at Slepe Farm.

I.D. markings and what Dorset Police
can offer to farmers to help prevent rural
crime (Stop That Thief).

The day included many activities such
as learning about farm machinery,
how to handle animals (Billy the Bull
made an appearance for this exercise!)
understanding livestock

A huge thank you to James SelbyBennett for hosting our officers and
giving them some new skills to use when
dealing with rural crime.

Stop That Thief
Stop That Thief was set up to enhance police
action that was being taken at rural crime
locations in 2007.
Working in partnership with the NFU and local
Dorset farmers, a fund was set up to purchase
cheap alarms and produce a new procedure
to tackle rural crimes such as non-dwelling
burglaries, fuel thefts, thefts from sheds, barns,
remote locations etc.
The creation of this system has addressed the
issues effectively and cheaply and has also
dramatically raised public confidence in Dorset
Police’s abilities to tackle rural crime.
If you would like to know more about
Stop That Thief then please contact you
local Safer Neighbourhood Team via 101.

Operation Seashell
OPERATION TO TARGET RURAL CRIME IN DORSET
In north Dorset Special Constables
were first on scene at a serious assault
in Blandford. The officers were able to
administer first aid and gather evidence to
assist with locating the offender.
In east Dorset, Specials were called
to a vehicle being broken into in the
Witchampton area. Officers flooded the
area to search for the offenders and
attended to see the victim to gather
further evidence.

Dorset Police’s Special Constables have
delivered another two day cross-border
operation to prevent and detect rural crime. In west Dorset Special Constables
assisted with a serious Road Traffic
A team of 55 special constables from
Collision on the Old Sherborne Road
Dorset Police, Wiltshire Police, Devon
and were able to protect the scene prior
and Cornwall Police and Hampshire
to specialist Traffic Officers arriving to
Constabulary patrolled 1700 square miles investigate. Near Charminster, a driver
of rural area on Saturday 18 April 2015 and was also arrested for being over the drink
Sunday 19 April 2015.
drive limit and taken to custody.
The operation, led by Dorset Police’s
Special Inspector Ben Muspratt
Special Constabulary, involved proactive
continues: “The Special Constabulary
patrols in communities that have been
is keen to help tackle rural crime and
targeted by criminals committing crime
we plan to carry out this operation on a
such as burglaries and rural thefts.
regular basis.
Officers carried out stop checks of vehicles “Special Constables are unpaid volunteer
travelling in the areas and paid particular
police officers who have the same powers
attention to those who are known to carry
of arrest and wear the same uniform as
out this type of crime.
regular officers performing a wide range
of duties.
Special Inspector Ben Muspratt, of Dorset
Police, said: “This is the fourth occassion
“Dorset Police are keen to encourage
of this type of operation ran by the Special anyone interested to ‘be part of
Constabulary. We are continuing to
something more’ and look at our website
develop this operation to target rural crime. www.dorset.police.uk for more information
on this unique voluntary role.”
“Over 1000 person and vehicle checks
were conducted across the south west,
Members of the public can help protect
which sent out a very clear message to
themselves and their rural property from
criminals that we will not tolerate such
crime by following some simple crime
activity.”
prevention steps. Advice and information
is available on the Crime Prevention
Hampshire Specials assisted East Dorset
Portal on the Dorset Police website and Christchurch Specials in stopping
http://CrimePrevention.dorset.police.uk.
numerous vehicles and people. Fixed
Penalty Notices were issued and one driver
was dealt with for possession of cannabis.

Scene it. Herd it!
RURAL CRIMESTOPPERS - INFORMATION WANTED
Dorset Police are working with Crimestoppers to
raise awareness of rural crime and reduce the
impact it can have on Dorset residents.
Crimestoppers have always welcomed any
form of anonymous information and are keen to
promote that rural crime should not be forgotten
about.
As such East Dorset District Council (EDDC),
along with Dorset Police and Crimestoppers,
has provided funding to have the Crimestoppers.
Rural Crime campaign signs printed.
The signs have been distributed throughout East Dorset to raise awareness of rural
crime, and are soon to be seen throughout the county.
Dorset’s High Sheriff, Jane Stichbury is welcoming the partnership work saying: “I am
pleased to see that local partners are continuing to focus on rural crime as a priority in
in Dorset.”

Scene it. Herd it.
Speak up about it.
Anonymously.

Crimestoppers Rural Crime Campaign

East Dorset Neighbourhood Inspector,
Wayne Nock said: “Rural crime can
have far reaching effects that are often
underestimated.
“Dorset has a wide rural area and the
partnership with Crimestoppers can help us
to achieve our overall Rural Crime Strategy.

IF YOU HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF

RURAL CRIME
CONTACT CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY
For details see overleaf

Crimestoppers and Dorset Police working together to fight Rural Crime

“Crimestoppers are contacted by
approximately 1,000 people every day.
The information they receive can aid us
in keeping rural crime figures down and
awareness up.
“The information we recieve regarding
suspicious people and vehicles can aid us in
targeting police activity. Any information you
can give really does help! Either call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or
Dorset Police on 101.”

A Tractor and a Rhino!
OUR RURAL CRIME TACKLING VEHICLES

Every year our tractor proves to be a popular
stand and excellent trigger at events for bringing
members of the rural community into contact with
us. It allows us to demonstrate crime prevention
measures and for the public discuss their concerns.
We took delivery of this vehicle, called the Rhino, which is one of two in the force
aimed specifically at being used in the fight against rural crime. This image was taken
as part of a poaching operation in Puddletown Forest. The vehicle has full off road 4x4
capability and is used by both SNT and
response officers. It is currently being
used as part of an operation aimed
at preventing arson offences on the
heathland.
This vehicle will give officers additional
capability to respond to calls from
the rural community regarding
suspicious incidents in areas that
are geographically hard to reach and
therefore improve our ability to act.
The Rhino will help us when planning
and carrying out specific operations
targeting those that commit rural and
wildlife crime offences.

Operation Heathland
Dorset heathland’s, particularly those
surrounding Poole, Bournemouth and
Christchurch, are threatened each year
by fire and other damage. This can be
caused by accident, recklessness and
arson, which can include the riding or
driving of motor vehicles on the heath
and other anti-social behaviour. Many of
these areas encompass Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI’s), which
contain habitats and wildlife facing extinction, and are afforded special protection.
A number of these areas border populated areas and hold an obvious and real threat
to public safety and damage to property. Heath fires also present special dangers to
the Fire and Rescue Service and other responding emergency service personnel.
A partnership approach to these problems was developed by the Urban Heaths Life
Project, funded by local partners and the European LIFE initiative, between July 2001
and June 2005. This approach has been continued and refined by the Urban Heaths
Partnership (UHP). Dorset Police has been a key partner in UHP since the beginning
and is the lead agency in crime prevention and detection and, in partnership with
other agencies, has a responsibility to reduce the number of fires believed started
deliberately and other criminal and anti-social behavior on the heaths.
This year we have included sections under the rural crime prevention plans to ensure
that Dorset Police has an effective, efficient and proportionate response to incidents
and crimes affecting the rural communities, Dorset’s wildlife and heritage sites.
There have been a few fires already this year – Bovington, St Catherine’s Hill, Bourne
Valley. The advice from the UHP is that this year we have very suitable conditions on
all heaths, and forest areas for a major fire. This is partly down to our success in
preventing fires over the
last few years so more
heath has grown and this
is a good fuel source.
With this in mind it is more
important than previous
years for the public to report
all suspicious activity and
reports of fire and anti-social
behaviour to the police.

The latest news from Purbeck
In each edition of Rural Dorset we will be focusing on a certain rural section. In
this edition we’re taking a look at the great rural policing work and latest news
that’s been happening in Purbeck!

NO POACHING IN PURBECK!
At the beginning of January this year officers were called to a farm in Bere Regis area.
On arrival several individuals were found to be driving a 4X4 around the field, churning
it up and destroying crops, possibly in the process of poaching. Three people were
arrested and charged with criminal damage and had their vehicles siezed and passed
onto Customs as they all contained red diesel. One of the individuals pleaded guilty
and recieved a fine of £100 whilst the two others pleaded not guilty and await their trial.

A VISIT FROM BASC
In early March 2015 Purbeck Safer Neighbourhood Team were privileged to play host
to James Green from BASC (British association of shooting and conservation).
James spent a day out on patrol as an observer with PC Jon Stuart, safer
neighbourhood and wildlife liaison officer. James was shown the neighbourhood area
covered by PC Stuart along with some of the rural estates and farmland affected by
rural crime. A visit to the Purbeck Shooting School also helped to forge good links with
the shooting community.
Both PC Stuart and James gained much from this experience. James was shown how
Police practices and procedures can take place with regards to shooting for sport and
PC Stuart gained an insight in to BASC and the knowledge and information which they
hold being a very valuable resource. This experience has certainly forged stronger
links between two partnership agencies.

PURBECK RURAL WATCH
Currently in the Purbecks we are looking to forge a new panel of local people whose
land and estates are being affected by rural crime, this is known as ‘Purbeck Rural
Watch’.
It is intended that communication between all parties will be improved enabling
members to report suspicious activity to each other and police simultaneously so
members are better informed to protect property and livestock.
Other up and coming activities are also expected to take place which will hopefully see
members in a more active role assisting themselves and police.

Deer killings in Purbeck
Police investigating a number of recent deer killings in the Purbeck area are
urging the public to come forward if they have any information.
The carcasses of nine deer were
discovered by members of the public
during the last week in April 2015 in two
locations.
Seven were found at the bottom of
Randalls Hill near Lytchett Minster and
another two had been dumped at the
Slough Lane bridle path near Frenches
Farm, Upton.
All nine deer have dog bites on their
rears, their insides removed and throats
cut.
Police Sergeant Jane Mooney, of Purbeck’s Safer Neighbourhood Team, said: “I am
appealing to members of the public to come forward if they have any information
regarding these killings. These cruel wildlife attacks appear to have been carried out
for ‘fun’ as there are no signs of butchering.
“Anyone who has information that may help us find the offenders should contact me
urgently on 101 or by emailing us at warehamnorthSNT@dorset.pnn.police.uk. I would
also like to appeal to local walkers and dog owners who might be out and about in rural
areas to keep their eyes and ears open and report any suspicious behaviour. All calls
will be treated in strict confidence.”
Dorset Police’s Wildlife Co-Ordinator, Inspector Steve Marsh, said: “We have noticed
an increase in this kind of wildlife crime in our rural areas.
“Deer are being slaughtered by dogs as part of an illegal sport or poached for their
meat. I would like to reassure the public that, together with partner agencies, we are
taking these crimes extremely seriously and will prosecute offenders accordingly. We
currently have robust patrols in targeted areas and can only ask that the public remain
vigilant to such crimes and come forward with any information.”
Further information in helping to fight wildlife crime can be found at http://www.nwcu.
police.uk. If you witness a suspected wildlife crime in action call 999 immediately and
ask for the police.
Witnesses and anyone with information should call Dorset Police in confidence
on 101. Alternatively, call the free and anonymous Crimestoppers line on
0800 555 111 where mobile phone tariffs may apply.

Staying in the loop

There are many ways for members of the rural community to keep up to date
with policing across the county and support Dorset Police with making Dorset
safer and feel safer.
On the Dorset Police website you will be able to find all our latest news, recruitment
updates and our dedicated rural crime page.

www.dorset.police.uk
Dorset Alert is a two way community messaging system operated by Dorset Police,
which allows us to exchange information with you by email or phone at no cost to you.

www.dorsetalert.co.uk
The main Dorset Police Facebook site is regularly updated with recent crime news and
crime prevention advice. The site allows us to answer your queries about policing in
Dorset.

Dorset Police
Our main Dorset Police Twitter site is updated everyday with news, headlines and
crime prevention advice. Again it gives us the chance to answer your queries about
policing in Dorset and pass on timely information.

@DorsetPolice
For all non-emergency calls please dial 101. If a crime is in progress or life
is in danger, please dial 999.

Making Dorset safer,
Making Dorset feel safer

