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Missing Children
A missing child is defined as a young person under the age of 18 whose
whereabouts cannot be established and where the circumstances are out
of character or the context suggests the person may be subject of a crime.
When a child goes missing they potentially face many dangers. Many girls
and boys run away to meet someone they have been communicating with on
social media. These young people are at serious risk of harm from Child
Sexual Exploitation (CSE) or other abuse.
I would urge parents to be aware of what their children are doing online and ensure they are not
evolving inappropriate relationships. Perpetrators of CSE frequently use Facebook, KIK, Snapchat,
OOVOO, Skype and other social media platforms to form these relationships with children.

Dorset Police works hard in conjunction with its partners to keep our children safe, but we still need
your help.
We all have a responsibility to keep our young people safe and protect the vulnerable. I would urge
anyone who witnesses any suspicious behaviour, such as young people being taken to hotels or
conveyed in taxis, to report this to us on either 101, or 999 if you feel a child is in immediate danger.

How do Dorset Police deal with a missing child?
This is a typical timeline of how Dorset Police respond to a report of a missing child.
• The report comes in to Dorset Police via 101 or 999
• The risk to that child is assessed and graded (medium or high) in the Force Command Centre
• The report and the risk assessment are reviewed by the on duty Force Incident Commander or
supervisor in the Force Command Centre
• Uniformed officers are dispatched to obtain full details, completing full missing person report to include a
description and photographs etc.
• Lines of enquiry are followed and investigated to locate the missing child.
• Dependant on risk this can also involve the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) at this stage.
• Helicopters, search advisors, CID, the Dog Unit, Dorset Search and Rescue (DORSAR),
HM Coastguard and the Marine section can all be called upon to assist where applicable, with the
Missing Persons Unit having oversight of the investigation.
• The Dorset Police Missing Persons Unit will also liaise with partner agencies to include Social services,
Education and Health.
• Once the child is located a ‘safe and well’ check is conducted. This helps to establish why they went
missing and if they have been a victim of any crimes. It also allows safeguarding measures to be put in
place. This continuing interaction with the child via partner agencies helps to ensure the child does not
go missing again.
• Safeguarding of the child continues.

Helplines
Anybody who has concerns about a missing child should report this to us on either 101, or 999
if you feel a child is in immediate danger.
Barnardos: http://www.barnardos.org.uk
Local Authority Children’s Social Care:
Bournemouth: 01202 456900
Poole: 01202 735046
Dorset: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/393713
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000
www.stopitnow.org.uk
UK safer internet centre website: www.saferinternet.org.uk

Dorset Police is asking for your opinions on this newsletter. What information do you need or want
to see? What resources can we provide you with?
Please provide feedback or unsubscribe by emailing on PVP@Dorset.PNN.Police.UK

