Minutes Of The Public PACT Meeting. Gillingham Town Hall 7pm Tuesday 13TH April 2010

Present:
Mark Hebditch – Chair and Three Rivers Partnership.



David Milsted – North Dorset District Council and DCC.



Chris Nutt – Dorset Police.



Maureen Hayward – Dorset Police.



Mick Lodge – Gillingham Town Council.



Sue Hunt – Gillingham Town Council.



Chris Rose – Station manager Gillingham Fire Station.



Paul Harris – Signpost Housing Association.



Dee Warlock – Dorset Magistrates.

Apologies:      Trish Walker – Youth Services.

Public Attendance:
There were 4 members of the public in attendance.

The Chair opened the meeting at 7pm and introduced the panel members present. The purpose of PACT and the conduct of the meeting were explained.

Previous Priorities:

The Chair outlined the priorities that had been previously raised and discussed at the last public meeting held on 2nd September 2009.

ASB in vehicles Lidl car park.

Dog Fouling.

Speeding on A30.

PC Nutt explained that complaints of vehicle related ASB in the area of Lidl car park had significantly reduced and there had been none of late, he outlined the fact that there had been targeted traffic enforcement in the area and that there had been liaison with Lidl supermarket in respect of access to the car park, he explained that the car park was privately owned and therefore if Lidl did not see fit to restrict access then it was a matter for the company.

Mick Lodge explained that efforts by the Town Council to reduce dog fouling continue, particularly in light of recent press concerning the fouling of agricultural land and the spread of neosporosis to cattle and other livestock. 

PC Hayward explained that speeding on the A30 continued to be an issue for local people, DCC Highways were fully aware of the local concerns as were the Dorset Safety camera Partnership.

The Chair explained that following the last meeting of the PACT Panel on 19th January 2010 the panel had decided to suspend the above priorities (albeit they could be re-instated at any time) as significant progress had been achieved on all 3, it had been agreed to concentrate on the issue of the A303 diversions. At the time it was felt that this single issue would have a significant impact on the community and deserved full attention. As it transpired, the diversions had had very little direct impact on the town (it was noted however that the surrounding area had suffered as a result). The PACT panel had convened a special meeting on 24th February 2010 to discuss this issue and concluded that the issue no longer warranted being a PACT priority.

The Chair opened the meeting to the floor and the public raised the following issues:

Speeding: Common Mead Lane, particularly from Thorngrove towards Broad Robin. This issue was raised by a resident who voiced concerns relating to pedestrian safety, also pointing out that the 30MPH sign has been defaced.

A brief discussion followed concerning issues of speed in general around the area.

ASB: by known youths: Town Centre. This issue was raised by a resident of the Town Centre who stated they were aware of a group of 3 youths who were persistently involved in ASB, including damage to vehicles and spitting on shop windows. 

PC Nutt explained that the youths in question were known and Dorset Police were currently working with other agencies to address the issues, he stated that a meeting was scheduled for Thursday 15th April specifically to discuss the youths in question. A brief discussion followed concerning the pro’s and con’s of ASBO’s and ABC’s and the levels of evidence required for prosecution.

Fly Tipping: Drovers Lane. This issue was raised by a resident of Common Mead Lane who stated that fly tipping is a regular occurrence with various refuse being dumped in gateways along Drovers Lane, this had been reported to the District Council, however the resident stated that they had not received a satisfactory outcome as ownership of the land on which refuse was deposited was apparently disputed. The resident stated that they had received conflicting information regarding who was responsible, District Council, County Council or Wessex Water?

David Milsted undertook to make some enquires in order to clarify the issue of ownership and responsibility.

Dog Warden patrols in parishes:  This issue was a raised by a village resident who posed the question of parish councils appointing their own dog wardens, and in particular enquiring as to whether such an appointed person would be empowered to issue spot fines. 

Davis Milsted explained this was complex and possibly problematic, Dog warden services are very limited in the County and are currently under review, the idea of parish councils appointing their own wardens was something to be considered in the future but would have to be further explored once the outcome of the current review was known.

No further issues were raised, no other matters resulting from surveys, surgeries or other engagements had been identified.

The Chair closed the meeting at 7:50pm.

Immediately after the meeting the Chair made the following informal proposal, which was seconded by David Milsted:

The panel meeting planned for Monday 19th April 2010 to discuss issues arising from this meeting be cancelled. 
This proposal was made on the basis that only three issues were raised (excluding the parish dog warden idea) at this meeting and all were straightforward and did not warrant further discussion, it was apparent which agencies should address the issues raised and could do so based on the information received. These three issues should be adopted as current priorities for PACT.

The next panel meeting will be held on a date to be notified.

Chris Nutt
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