Blandford Forum PACT Panel Public Meeting Minutes

Town and Rural

The Town Council Meeting Room

Tuesday, 6 July 2010 

In attendance:

John Tory, Chairman

Bob Brannigan, Blandford Camp

Barrie Cooper, Dorset CC and Police Authority

Steve Hitchings, NDDC

Esme Butler, Blandford Town Council and Mayor

Andrew Mead, Blandford School

Vanessa Dibben, Signpost Housing Association
PC Simon Evans, Dorset Police
PCSO Richard Mullins, Dorset Police

Helen Kerridge, minutes, Dorset Police

Apologies:

Angus Campbell, Dorset CC

PC Richard Barnes, Dorset Police

PC Dave Rolfe, MOD Police

Doc Addison, Secretary

1. The Chairman opened the meeting at 7 pm and welcomed twenty five members of the public. He invited the panel members present to identify themselves and their organisations.
2. Issue 1: Excessive noise on Whitecliff Mill Street between 11.30 pm and 2 am.  PC Evans reported that since the last meeting there had been no reports to the Police of excessive noise.  Police patrols had focussed on the area at the pertinent times.  The Licensing Department from NDDC were looking into reports of loud music from the King’s Arms in possible breach of their licence.
3.  Issue 2:  Driving in Blandford whilst using a mobile phone.  PC Evans outlined the current ‘No Excuses’ campaign running in Dorset targeting drivers for offences such as using a mobile phone and excess speed.  A number of Fixed Penalty Tickets had been issued.  The campaign will continue.  A comment from the floor was that the Senior Magistrates did not believe the penalties were high enough and were pushing for the award of 6 points, as opposed to the current 3, and a Band B fine. 

4.  Issue 3: Speeding in Whitecliff Mill Street.  PC Evans reported that although numerous stop checks had been carried out by both local officers and traffic officers no one had been caught travelling above the speed limit during the relevant times.  The comment was made that in a built up area the perception of speed can be increased.

5.  Rural South:  Speeding on and around Stour Park between 8 and 8.45 am.  PCSO Richard Mullins reported that speed checks had been carried out by local and traffic officers but no tickets had been issued.  The comment was made form a member of the public that this was still a concern to people using the route to walk children to school.  PCSO Mullins stated that the area would continue to be monitored and local businesses would be visited to remind staff of the 30 mile an hour speed limit.

6.  Rural North: Litter.  PCSO Mullins reported on a very successful ‘litter pick’ in Pimperne on Wednesday, 30 June with around 25 people present including members of the Brownies.  This had been done in conjunction with Melissa Fear the ASB Officer from NDDC.  Eight bags of litter had been collected.  A similar event was to be run on Wednesday, 7 July in Stourpaine, targeting the village hall and Hod View areas.  All would be welcome.

7.  The following Issues had been submitted prior to the meeting:

Contractors vehicles obstructing crossing and pavement at the new Milldown School and on Milldown Road

Extension of DPPO to cover the Milldown, Stour Meadows and the Ham and Marsh  
in their entirety.  


Cycling on pavements within the town


Signage for DPPO not large enough 


Beggars near Morrison's and Somerfield's (it was reported that the offender had 
already been dealt with)

8.  Other Issues raised were:

Drug abuse in Mary Cossins Court 


Drug use in Blandford town area

ASB on the Milldown, including the increase of rubbish and drug related paraphernalia 
Urinating in public places in town, especially Kohima Court area at all times of the day

9.  PC Evans outlined the use of the DPPO, which included discretionary powers.

10.  The problem of warning signage around the current works on Blandford Bridge being thrown into the river on a regular basis was raised.   Barrie Cooper stated that he would take this matter up.

11.  A member of the public praised the recent work to cut back the laurels near Bryanston and the removal of the encampment; the whole area was now far more pleasant.  PCSO Charli Barkshire and Jamie Burt were specifically mentioned for their work.

12.  The concerns regarding the movement of Morrison's lorries was again raised.  Steve Hitchings reiterated that no planning conditions had been laid on Morrison's at the beginning and nothing was now enforceable.  It was suggested that a more successful campaign could be continued through the Blandford St Mary Parish Council.
13.  The Rural South Issues were identified as:

Speeding on Milton Road, Milborne St Andrew

14.  Rural North - no Issues had been raised.

15.  Following the public vote the following were identified as priority issues:

Issue 1
 - Contractors obstructing crossing and pavement at the new Milldown School (40 votes)

Issue 2 - Urinating in public places in town, especially Kohima Court area at all times of the day (16 votes)

Issue 3 - Extension of DPPO to cover the Milldown, Stour Meadows and the Ham and Marsh in their entirety (6 votes)

16.  The Chairman thanked the public for their attendance and support and announced that the next meeting would be at 7 pm on Tuesday 12 October 2010, location to be confirmed. The meeting closed at 7.55 pm
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